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Mo Ibrahim 

Founder and Chair of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation (MIF)

Africa’s first asset is its youth, which is instrumental in pushing 

the continent forward. In all sectors, from sustainable energy 

to food security and everything in between, there is a wealth of 

young Africans within the continent and abroad committed and 

able to bring forward the continent and their people’s future. 

The Now Generation Network is a unified collective of young 

Africans representing various sectors and disciplines from all 54 

African countries. MIF is honoured to amplify their voices and 

ensure that they actively contribute to public policy shaping  

and decision-making.

Foreword from Mo Ibrahim



04What is the Now Generation 
Network?

The Mo Ibrahim Foundation’s Now Generation Network (NGN) 

is a coalition of young and mid-career African practitioners 

and advocates committed to moving the development agenda 

forward.  The network consists of the Ibrahim alums of Fellows, 

scholars, and regional experts gathered from previous IGWs  

on the continent. The NGN is a pan-African network with 

members from all 54 African countries representing various 

sectors and disciplines. 

NGN members are strongly committed to create positive 

change, not only within their communities but also in the 

broader region and their continent. The NGN gathers young 

professionals with specialities ranging from climate change 

to innovative finance; they bring unique insights, skills and 

innovation in all matters from programming to policymaking. 

NGN members have exclusive access to in-conversation 

sessions, mentorship, international representation, and 

involvement in all MIF initiatives, be it the Ibrahim Governance 

Weekend or consulting on research projects, including 

the Ibrahim Index for African Governance (IIAG). The Now 

Generation Network is critical to the Mo Ibrahim Foundation,  

as it feeds into all aspects of the Foundation’s work, from 

research to high-level stakeholder engagement. Through MIFs 

networks, NGN members are also frequently recommended  

as participants to international events and fora. 

The NGN Network Membership is an invite-only network  

with a tiered membership. Each tier indicates the level of 

involvement of the member within the network.
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Ibrahim Index 
for African 
Governance 
(IIAG)

In conversation 
with ..." 
exclusives

" Participate  
in Africa 
focused Fora

Publish papers, 
blogs and 
appear on  
MIF material

Ibrahim 
Governance 
weekend  
(IGW)



06NGN Members at the Ibrahim 
Governance Weekend 2023

Over 90 NGN members will actively participate in the  

Ibrahim Governance Weekend 2023, representing over  

80% of the continent.
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The 2023 participants come with a plethora of expertise,  

from social media policy creation to agricultural engineering. 

Details of this cohort can be found in this brochure. 

The 2023 IGW cohort are classified according to the Ibrahim 

Index of African Governance (IIAG) categories. 

—	 Security & Rule of Law

—	 Participation, Rights & Inclusion

—	 Foundations for Economic Opportunity

—	 Human Development

SECURITY & RULE OF LAW

Security & Safety

Rule of Law & Justice

Accountability & Transparency

Anti-Corruption

OVERALL GOVERNANCE

PARTICIPATION, RIGHTS & INCLUSION

Participation

Rights

Inclusion & Equality

Women’s Equality

FOUNDATIONS FOR ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Public Administration

Business & Labour Environment

Infrastructure

Rural Economy

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Health

Education

Social Protection & Welfare

Sustainable Environment
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Abiy Goshu | Ethiopian

Abiy is a sustainability tech Governance researcher and the Creative 

Director in Development Communication. He works as a Project 

Communication Consultant for the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (UNECA). Abiy is a Resolution Project Fellow, 

One Young World Ambassador of Ethiopia. He holds a BSc. in Civil 

Engineering and an MSc. in Sustainability & Business from the University 

of Leeds (UK), School of Earth and Environment.

Twitter: @Abiyshim

Andrea Ngombet | Congolese

Andrea is a civil society leader and founder of the Sassoufit Collective, a 

Paris-based organization. The Sassoufit Collective works on corruption 

issues, focusing on transnational kleptocracy within the Republic of the  

Congo. Andrea is a NED Reagan Fascell and Stanford Draper Hills Fellow.

Twitter: @andrea_ngombet

Aboubakary Modibbo Amadou | Cameroonian

Aboubakary works as the Technical Adviser to the Minister at the 

Supreme State Audit Office of Cameroon. He previously worked at the 

Ministry of Economy, Planning and Regional Development. He is a LEAD 

International Fellow, Fulbright Humphrey Fellow, a Mo Ibrahim Scholar 

with Msc in Public Policy and Management from SOAS, University of 

London. He also holds a bachelor’s degree in history from the Federal 

University of Maiduguri (Nigeria).

LinkedIn: Aboubakary Modibbo Amadou

Dr. Adeelah Kodabux | Mauritian

Dr. Kodabux is Senior Lecturer in International Relations at Middlesex 

University Mauritius. She co-founded the Centre for African Smart 

Public Value Governance (C4SP). Adeelah researches the fields of 

African governance and democratic backsliding. She is the recipient 

of the 2023-24 Fulbright African Research Scholar Program Award in 

Mauritius.

Twitter: @AdeelahKodabux
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Arkmore Kori | Zimbabwean

Arkmore is a Mo Ibrahim PhD scholar studying Parliamentary 

Committees and Good Governance in Africa focusing on Kenya and 

Zimbabwe at SOAS, University of London. He has practical experience 

in Program/Project Cycle Management, Evidence-based research, 

Parliamentary analysis and policy advocacy.

LinkedIn: Arkmore Kori

Emilia Siwingwa | Tanzanian

Emilia is a human rights lawyer and advocate for sustainable 

development. She has founded the African Hub for Accountability and 

Development Initiatives (AHADI), which innovates solutions for and 

promotes unfettered accountability and equal access. In addition, Emilia 

runs a pan-African legal and development consulting practice. She is an 

American Bar Foundation Fellow, Archbishop Desmond Tutu Fellow and 

Member of the African Experts Group on International Criminal Justice.

LinkedIn: Emilia Siwingwa

Mandipa Ndlovu | Zimbabwean

Mandipa is a lecturer on African peace and security at the Netherlands 

Defence Academy in The Hague. She is also a doctoral researcher 

at Leiden University and a visiting researcher at the University of 

Edinburgh. She is a Mo Ibrahim Scholar alumna who holds an MSc 

in Violence, Conflict, and Development from the SOAS, University of 

London) as well as an MPhil in Justice and Transformation from the 

University of Cape Town (UCT).

Twitter: @Bongi_ndi

Benazir Hilali | Comorian

Benazir is the co-founder of Axle, an award-winning startup developing 

data solutions to gather accurate and real-time information for risk- 

informed decisions across Africa. In 2020, Axle received the Top Innovation  

of the Year in Democracy and Governance granted by the African Union 

and COMESA. She holds a master's degree in risk management from 

the French School of Public Administration, l’ENA, a master’s degree in 

development studies from the Sorbonne University and a BA in Public 

International Law from the Paris-Pantheon-Assas University.

Twitter: @_benazirHilali
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Dr Michael Mbate | Kenyan

Dr Mbate is the recipient of the 2022 Global Award by the Public Sector 

Alliance (United States) in research on governance.  Dr Mbate holds a 

PhD and an MSc in International Development from the London School 

of Economics (including visiting fellowships at Columbia University and 

the University of California Berkeley), an MSc in Economics from the 

Paris School of Economics and a BSc in Economics and Statistics from 

Egerton University.

LinkedIn: Micheal Mbate

Mubarak Aliyu | Nigerian

Mubarak is a Political and Security Risk Analyst based in Nigeria. He 

reports on West Africa and the Sahel, with interests cutting across 

politics and economics. He holds an MSc. in Development Studies 

from the London School of Economics and Political Science, where 

he specialised in African Development. He is an alumnus of the LSE 

Programme for African Leadership.

Twitter: @mubaraqali_

Fabrice Muchiga | Congolese

Fabrice is an experienced governance and peacebuilding practitioner. 

He serves as Network coordinator and Ambassador of the Global 

Leadership Academy Africa (GLAC Africa) and as the Network 

Engagement Director for Teach for All, supporting leaders across Africa. 

He has worked with foundations, international organizations, and social 

businesses such as Ashoka, International Alert, Africa Youth Leadership 

Forum, Bosch Alumni Network Africa, Bridge for Billions, and others.

Twitter: @muchiga4

Miracle Okoth Mudeyi | Kenyan

Miracle is a legal volunteer at Justice Defenders Coalition and a research 

assistant to Senator Raphael Chimera. He is currently developing a 

compendium on the right to health for the International Commission  

of Jurists – Kenyan Section. Miracle is a finalist student at the University 

of Nairobi.

Twitter: @MiracleMudeyi
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Oussama Ghajou | Moroccan

Oussama is a development practitioner with over six years of experience 

in project management. Currently, he is managing the Nordic Center 

for Conflict Transformation's project. He assisted the Regional Council 

of Tangier-Tetouan-Al Hoceima in joining the Open Government 

Partnership (OGP) program and developing their first action plan for 

2021-2023. Oussama holds a Master of Arts degree in International 

Development Management from the University of Bradford.

LinkedIn: Oussama Ghajjou

Topua Lesinko | Kenyan

Topua is an advocate of the High Court of Kenya. Currently working 

as a state counsel in the Office of the Attorney General & Department 

of Justice, Government of Kenya. He was a Mo Ibrahim Scholar from 

the University of Birmingham and graduated from the School of Law, 

University of Nairobi.

Twitter: @topualesinko

Wildiley Barroca | São Toméan

Wildiley is the Founder of the National Youth Parliament for Water (PNJA 

– STP) and the founder and first focal point of the Central African Forest 

Youth Network (REJEFAC – S. Tomé). In addition, Wildiley is a member 

of the Pan-African Youth Union. He is a published author of several 

books and Resident Coordinator of the Network of European Economic 

Development and Social Experts.

LinkedIn: Wildiley Barroca
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& Inclusion

Dr Aleida Borges | Cabo-Verdean

Dr Borges leads the Grassroots Women Leaders research stream at 

the Global Institute for Women’s Leadership, King's College London. 

Her research offers critical perspectives on grassroots organising and 

politics, women’s rights, representation and participation, diaspora 

political participation and youth politics in Lusophone Africa. She is a 

jurist by training, specialising in International Public Law (Human Rights), 

occasionally consulting as a country expert for Cabo Verde.

Twitter: @Aleida_Borges_

Aya Chebbi | Tunisian

Aya Chebbi served as the first African Union Special Envoy on Youth and 

the youngest diplomat at the Chairperson’s Cabinet (2018 – 2021). She 

is the Founder of Nala Feminist Collective (Nalafem), a multigenerational 

alliance of African women politicians and activists. She was a Mo Ibrahim  

scholar who holds a Master's in African Politics from SOAS, University of 

London and a bachelor’s in international relations from the University of 

Tunis El Manar. Aya received the Bill and Melinda Gates Campaign Award 

and was named in Forbes Africa’s 50 Most Powerful Women.

Twitter: @aya_chebbi

Aytenew Debebe | Ethiopian

Aytenew works as an electoral law advisor for the European Center for 

Electoral Support in Ethiopia. He worked as a university lecturer of law 

and a legal advisor at the Ethiopian Red Cross Society. Aytenew is a Mo 

Ibrahim scholar with a master’s degree in international human rights law.

Linkedin: Aytenew Debebe

Alice Mogwe | Motswana

Alice is a Motswana activist and lawyer. She is the founder and director of 

the human rights organization Ditshwanelo. In 2019, she was elected to 

a three-year term as president of the International Federation for Human 

Rights. Mogwe's work focuses on protecting political freedoms, abolishing 

the death penalty, and ensuring rights for minorities, women, children, 

LGBTQ people, domestic workers, and refugees and other migrants.  

She is a former Mo Ibrahim Scholar at SOAS, University of London.

Twitter: @AliceMogwe
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Francisca Noronha | Mozambican

Francisca is the African Youth Charter Hustler by the African Union (AU), 

where she represents Mozambique, advocating in 54 member countries 

for its better implementation and ratification, mandate 2020-2022. 

She is President of the Board of Directors of the Mozambican Youth 

Association for Gender Equality and Education. Francisca holds a degree 

in Sociology from the University of Mozambique and a degree in Civic 

Leadership from the Center for African Leadership, YALI. Francisca 

is currently studying at the Global Challenges:  Future of Work and 

Workers at St Francis Xavier University-Coady Institute - Canada.

Linkedin: Francisca Noronha

Hamid Khalafallah | Sudanese

Hamid is a development practitioner, researcher and policy analyst. He 

currently works as a Programme Officer for the International Institute 

for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) in Sudan, in support of 

the country's democratic transition. He is also a non-resident fellow 

with the Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy (TIMEP) in the US. 

Hamid holds a master’s degree in International Development from the 

University of Bradford. He also attended a fellowship for young African 

leaders at the European University Institute (EUI) in Italy.

Twitter: @HamidMurtada

Hilina Berhanu Degefa | Ethiopian

Hilina is a gender policy and feminist advocacy expert. She is currently 

works as a gender and inclusion specialist at UNOV/UNODC in Vienna. 

Hilina is a Mo Ibrahim Scholar who holds an LL.M. in Law and Gender 

from SOAS, University of London and LL. B. in Law from Addis Ababa 

University.

LinkedIn: Hilina Berhanu

Innocent Kasiyano | Zimbabwean

Innocent is a MIF PhD Scholar at SOAS, University of London, studying 

Politics and International Studies. He worked under the World Bank 

Poverty GP and Agriculture GP, based in Zimbabwe. Innocent holds 

an MSc in African Studies from Oxford University and has a strong 

academic foundation in agriculture economics and development studies.

Twitter: @kasiyano
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Jordi Reo | Equatorial Guinean

Jordi is a project and program consultant of EG Justice (Equatorial 

Guinea). He holds a Bachelor's degree in International Business and 

Marketing and a Master's in Political and Economic Integration Law. 

He directs initiatives for the demystification and knowledge of Africa 

through @findafrica_maps and "Puente Atlantico" whilst studying for  

his Master of Law in European Union studies.

Twitter: @JordiReo

John Michael Sanya | Kenyan

John has a significant experience in public policy, governance and policy 

analysis. His interest remains the realization of an inclusive, responsive 

and participatory system of governance that responds to the key social 

issues in the continent but, most fundamentally, one that has clear 

checks and balance that ensures democratic and economic growth.

Twitter: @michaelsanya7

Lalaina Randriarimanana | Malagasy

Lalaina is a co-founder and the Executive Director of Liberty 32. She 

has significant expertise in advocating for social justice and promoting 

civic engagement. She graduated in economics from the University of 

Antananarivo. Then went onto complete further at King’s College London 

and SOAS, University of London. Lalaina is a Mo Ibrahim Foundation 

Scholar, an Obama Africa Leader and an Archbishop Tutu Fellow.

Twitter: @RLalainaA

Lolan Ekow Sagoe-Moses | Ghanaian

Lolan is an Associate at DLA Piper and a member of the Leadership 

Group for the Ghana Compact for Political and Economic 

Transformation. He is a founding board member of the Middle East 

and Africa Compliance Association. He is also the Founding Editor of 

Africa Accountability Watch, a monthly newsletter on action to advance 

accountability in Africa. He is a graduate of the University of Virginia, the 

University of Leeds School of Law, and BPP School of Law.

Twitter: @lolanekow
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Maggy Munyasya | Kenyan

Maggy is a governance enthusiast currently working as the head of 

internal Audit at the National Youth Service, Kenya. She has over 10 

years of experience in the audit profession. Maggy's interest is in how 

good governance can enhance the participation of young people in 

democracy so that they can hold leaders accountable.

Twitter: @NMunyasya

Manji Wilson | Nigerian

Manji is the Deputy Project Coordinator and Electoral Comms Adviser 

for European Centre for Electoral Support (ECES). He has provided 

support to key election stakeholders of regional election management 

bodies on the African continent, including the ECOWAS Network of 

Electoral Commissions (ECONEC), The Electoral Commissions Forum of 

Southern African Development Communities (ECF-SADC) and the East 

Africa Community National Electoral Commissions among others.

Twitter: @wilsonmanji

Mpilo Shabangu | South African

Mpilo is a data Analyst for the City of Ekurhuleni government 

municipality and founder of the Black Women’s Imbizo (BWI). The Black 

Women’s Imbizo (BWI) aims to establish a movement by women and for 

women's empowerment. Mpilo is also a steering committee member 

for the Nelson Mandela Institution of Developmental Studies (MINDS) 

African Youth Network Movement. In addition, she is a Mandela Rhodes 

Scholar and a former Research Associate at the Graça Machel Trust.

Twitter: @mpiloshabangu1 

Munalula Ngenda | Zambian

Muna is a MIF Scholar, undertaking her PhD in Politics and International 

Studies at SOAS, University of London. Muna’s research examines 

the evolution of electoral institutions in Zambia through the lens of 

elite decision-making. He has seven years of experience working in 

development strategy at the Future Africa Group.

LinkedIn: Munalula Ngenda
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Mustapha Sa'eed | Nigerian

Mustapha is a professional with years of experience in the development 

sector. He holds an Economics and Development Studies degree from 

Nigeria and a Master of Science in Africa and International Development 

from the University of Edinburgh. He has organised campaigns for 

the Youth Initiative for Advocacy, Growth and Advancement (YIAGA) 

Africa. He was a part of the technical working group to prepare a 

long-term plan tagged “Nigeria Agenda 2050” Medium-Term National 

Development Plan (MTNDP 2021 -2025).

Twitter: @MustapherSaeed

Neema Ndemno | Tanzania

Neema is an advocate of the High Court and subordinate courts, in 

addition to being the co-founder and the head of the Tanzania Centre 

for Research and Information on Pastoralism. Neema is currently 

undertaking her PhD at the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM); she 

holds a Master Degree in Science in Climate Change and Sustainable 

Development from UDSM and a Diploma in Security and Protection 

Management for Human rights Defenders and Social Organization from 

Protection International Brussels.

LinkedIn: Neema Ndemno

Olise Abu | Nigerian

Olise works as Graduate Project Planning Consultant with Mott 

MacDonald, UK and serves as the Speaker of the Legislative Mentorship 

Nigeria. He also has over 4years of experience in consulting, project/

programme management, media and disability rights. Olise holds a 

master's in Africa and International Development from the University of 

Edinburgh, a diploma in health and a bachelor’s degree in education.

Twitter: @AbuOlise

Patrick Godi | South Sudanese

Patrick is a Youth, Peace and Security practitioner. He is currently 

the Youth Representative at the Reconstituted Joint Monitoring and 

Evaluation Commission, South Sudan (RJMEC). Patrick founded the 

Forum for Dialogue and Democracy – a youth pro-democratic initiative 

anchored on policy dialogue to further Peace, Development and Good 

Governance.

Twitter: @PatrickGodi
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Richard Kweitsu | Ghanaian

Richard co-founded GADI-Ghana, a non-profit social engagement 

focused on youth mentorship and entrepreneurship training. Richard 

is currently undertaking a PhD in Political Science at the University of 

Florida. He was a Mo Ibrahim Foundation scholar at the University of 

Birmingham.

Twitter: @KweitsuR

Valary Mumbo | Kenyan

Valary Mumbo is an Investment Associate at Luminate focused on 

supporting and growing its portfolio in Africa. She has worked with the 

Kofi Annan Foundation, Omidyar Network's Responsible Technology 

team and as a consultant at Dalberg’s Nairobi office. Valary holds a 

Master of Public Policy from the University of Oxford and a Bachelor of 

Business Science in Financial Economics from Strathmore University.

LinkedIn: Valary Mumbo

Veronica Almedom | Swiss - Eritrean

Veronica is a Political scientist and Communication Specialist. She holds 

her degree from the University of Geneva and is currently pursuing her 

MBA in leadership and innovation. In 2013, she was appointed member 

of the Swiss Federal Commission on migration, an extra-parliamentary 

body which advises the Swiss federal administration on social, political 

and economic matters.

LinkedIn: Veronica Almedom

Tebello Ralebitso | Mosotho

Tebello is a gender researcher and consultant. She holds a Master’ 

degree in Gender Studies and a Bachelor of Social Science Degree in 

Gender Studies. Her professional experience extends across varied 

subject areas, including women’s economic rights, gender-based 

violence, political rights and representation and social policy. This 

experience spans over 15 years in the Southern African region.

Twitter: @MsRalebitso
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Opportunity

Aaliyah Vayez | South African

Aaliyah is an international relations specialist working on global 

regulatory and public affairs. She holds a master’s in international 

relations from the London School of Economics and Political Sciences 

and a Bachelor of Social Science from the University of Cape Town. Her 

professional background includes political and security risk consulting 

at Castor Vali, and research into natural resource governance and 

democracy at the South African Institute for International Affairs.

Twitter: @aaliyahvayez

Aïda Ndiaye | Senegalese

Aïda Ndiaye currently leads Meta’s policy campaign strategy on integrity 

issues. She pioneered Meta's public policy strategy across 22 countries 

in Francophone Africa. She worked at Dalberg Global Development 

Advisors, UNESCO, IBM, and Google. Aïda holds a Bachelor of Arts and 

Science from Quest University Canada and a Master of Public Policy 

from the University of Oxford.

Twitter: @andiaye

Eliam Kadewele | Malawian

Eliam has extensive experience in development policy formulation, 

research and analysis. He was a 2020 Mo Ibrahim Leadership Fellow 

at the UN Economic Commission for Africa. He took a leading role in 

the implementation of Public Finance Management reforms in Malawi. 

Eliam also has great expertise in development finance.

Twitter: @eliamkad

Allen Kendunga | Rwandan

Allen Kendunga is the founder and CEO of Talent Match, Inc., a social 

venture working to close the skills gap and reduce youth unemployment. 

Allen has experience in the field of Artificial Intelligence and mobility. She 

holds a bachelor’s degree in political economy from Bates College, USA.

Twitter: @Akendunga
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Dr Fernandes Wanda | Angolan

Dr Wanda is the coordinator of CISE (The Centre for Social and 

Economic Research) at the Faculty of Economics, Agostinho Neto 

University.  He is the author of the book Milagre ou Miragem? Um Novo 

Paradigma para Angola (Miracle or Mirage? A new paradigm for Angola). 

He is currently working on a research project examining the role of 

information as driver of change with colleagues from the Chr. Michelsen 

Institute in Norway.

Twitter: @fernawan

Georgie Ndirangu | Kenyan

Georgie Ndirangu is the head of Pan-African Program Communications 

at the Mastercard Foundation. With a career span of over 12 years, 

Georgie has a finance background, and vast experience in media and 

journalism, having worked for leading media organizations around the 

world for the last decade. He holds an Actuarial Science degree.

Twitter: @georgiendirangu

Gloria Isalu | Congolese

Gloria is works on youth and women empowerment. She is a B2B 

entrepreneur in packaging and promotion of African culture and a 

member of several African networks.

LinkedIn: Gloria Isalu Bakaba

Gerald Chirinda | Zimbabwean

Gerald Chirinda is the founder and CEO of Future Africa Group and 

co-founder of Educate, an education access and improvement 

company. He is a BMW Foundation Responsible Leader, a Young 

Leader at the French-African Foundation, an alumnus of the Global 

Shapers Community and previously served on the Advisory Board for 

the Queen’s Commonwealth Trust. Gerald holds an MSc in Innovation, 

Leadership and Management from the University of York.

Twitter: @geraldchirinda
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Hafou Toure | Ivorian

Hafou is a finance professional with 10 years of experience advising 

and providing financing to Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) 

working with the African Development Bank, the International Finance 

Corporation (IFC), the World Bank and the Ivorian government. She 

founded an advisory firm, HTS Partners, which focuses on access to 

financing for SMEs. Hafou is an Atlantic Council's Millennium Leadership 

Fellow and is listed in FORBES magazine's 30 under 30 rankings. Hafou 

holds an MBA from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania 

and a Master of Public Administration from the Harvard Kennedy School.

Twitter: @hafoutoure

Hanan Taifour | Sudanese

Hanan works in the Office of the Vice President for Private Sector, 

Infrastructure and Industrialisation at the African Development Bank 

in Ivory Coast. She was the Mo Ibrahim Leadership Fellow at the 

International Trade Center in Switzerland. She also worked for the 

Economic Policy Research Institute in South Africa. She holds a Master 

of Science in Development Economics from the School of Oriental and 

African Studies and a Bachelor of Science in Business Studies from the 

University of London.

LinkedIn: Hanan Taifour

Dr Hamisu Salihu | Nigerian

Dr Salihu currently lectures economics at the University of Nottingham. 

He specialises in institutional economics, structural transformation, 

and African political economy. Dr Salihu holds a PhD in Development 

Economics from SOAS, University of London.

Twitter: @hadejia_hamisu

Betty Barasa | Kenyan

Betty is a water expert and the principal hydrogeologist at the Water 

Resources Authority (WRA). She is the primary hydrodynamic modeller 

for a research team on solar radiation mitigation (SRM) for the Degrees 

Modelling Fund (DMF) that focuses on flash floods in East African cities. 

Her key interest is climate change and its impact on Water resources.

LinkedIn: Betty Namulunda Barasa
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Herbert Mba Aki | Gabonese

Herbert is Young Scholars Initiative (YSI) Africa working group 

coordinator. He holds a PhD in Political Science and International 

Studies from Hanyang University in Seoul, South Korea. He is currently 

preparing postdoctoral research on the monetization of the protection 

of the forests in Gabon and the Congo-Basin region.

Twitter: @Herbert_Mba_Aki

Joe Lemaron | Kenyan

Joe is a Mo Ibrahim Fellow at Africa Development Bank. Joe has led 

initiatives in tech for social impact, resilience, education/skills, and 

youth entrepreneurship, working with the African Development Bank, 

UN (Global Compact, ILO, Habitat, UNICEF), Microsoft, British Council, 

and the Rockefeller Foundation. He holds a Master of Economic and 

Political Development from Columbia University, USA, and a Bachelor of 

Science in Business Computing from the University of Sunderland, UK.

Twitter: @joelemaron

Jawhratelkmal Kanu | Sudanese

Jawhratelkmal is an economist with nearly a decade of experience 

implementing development projects in Sudan and the broader 

East Africa region. Her interests include political economy, conflict 

economics, and development. Jawhratelkmal holds a B.Sc. in Economics 

and Finance from the University of Khartoum and an M.Sc. in Economics 

and Finance for Development from the University of Bradford.

LinkedIn: Jawhratelkmal Kanu

Abdoul-Kader Issoufou | Niger

Abdoul-Kader is the CEO and founder of Agri’Innove’Inspire, a youth 

Agribusiness incubation.. He is currently teaching at the National 

University of Niger and at the Songhaï Regional Center in Porto-

Novo, Benin, whilst undertaking his PhD in Agricultural Economics/

Agribusiness. He is an alumnus of Yali Mandela Washington 

Fellowship 2021, YALI Regional Center of Dakar and the Tony 

Elumelu Entrepreneurship Program. He is the CEO and founder of 

Agri’Innove’Inspire, a youth Agribusiness incubation.

Twitter: akaderIssoufou
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John Youhanes Magok Nhial | South Sudanese

John is the Founder and Executive Director of the Nile Youth 

Development Actions (NYDA). He formerly served the African Union 

Commission as a Minerals Development Policy Officer. John is an 

alumnus of the Young African Leadership Initiative (YALI) and author  

of “The Forgotten Youth of a Nation” Book.

Twitter: @YouhanesMagok

Ma Soukha Ba | Senegalese

Ma Soukha Ba is a senior private sector development officer at the 

African Development Bank. She was a consultant on trade, tourism, and 

enterprise development at the World Bank. She holds BA in Economics 

from Université Paris Dauphine, an MA in Economics from McGill 

University, a Postgraduate Certificate from the University of Bradford on 

Policy analysis and Governance. She is a certified PRINCE 2 Practitioner 

in project management.

LinkedIn: Ma Soukha Ba

Dr Maureen Were | Kenyan

Dr Were is a senior economist at the Research Department, Central 

Bank of Kenya. She was the Mo Ibrahim Leadership Fellow at the Office 

of the Director General at the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2013. 

She has previously worked for the United Nations University-World 

Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER) and the 

Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) and 

taught economics. She holds a PhD and Master of Arts (MA) degrees in 

Economics and a bachelor’s degree in education.

LinkedIn: Maureen Were

Julie Muia | Kenyan

Julie is the officer in charge of programmes at African Association for 

Public Administration and Management (AAPAM). She has worked with 

various partner organizations, including African governments, UNDESA, 

AU, APRM and others. She holds a master’s degree in international 

relations and a bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the United States 

International University- Africa. She is trained in peacebuilding and 

conflict resolution from Ghana's Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping 

Training Centre (KAIPTC).

Twitter: @JulieMuia



23

Nasi Rwigema | South African

Nasi Rwigema is an entrepreneur, investor and product innovator. He 

is now the Head of Product at The Alliance, a leading community-led 

professional development platform for high-growth organisations 

and individuals. He is the founder and former CEO of Umwuga, which 

empowers blue-collar and service industry workers to transform their 

talents into sustainable careers.Nasi holds an MSc in Aeronautical 

Engineering and an MBA from London Business School.

Twitter: @Nasi_R

Nehemiah B. Fensuah | Liberian

Nehemiah has 12+ years of hands-on experience spanning public 

financial management, economic policy, fiscal management, and 

regulatory compliance at the Ministry of Finance and Development 

Planning in Liberia. He is a 2016 Mandela Washington Fellow. He also 

participated in the University of Westminster Learn to Lead Program. 

Nehemiah is an Ibrahim Scholar who holds an MSc in Political Economy 

of Development from SOAS, University of London.

LinkedIn: Nehemiah B Fensuah

Mike Mpanya | South African

Mike Mpanya is the co-founder of Igwele; a social enterprise that 

seeks to create an inclusive economy. He is also a part of the core 

team overseeing Discovery Group’s Africa business which seeks to 

continentally expand South Africa’s largest health insurers' shared-vale 

model. Mike is among the winners of the 2020 Nelson Mandela Institute 

of Developmental Studies and African Youth Networks Movement 

COVID in my City Competitive. He was the Secretary-General of the 

Organization of African Youth.
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Oulimata Fall | Senegalese

Oulimata is the program coordinator at the International Trade Centre 

in Dakar, Senegal. She was the Director of Tourism Promotion and 

Technical Advisor, in charge of the Delivery Unit, at the Ministry of 

Tourism and Air Transport. and Specialist for Export Development in a 

World Bank project. Oulimata was the 2017 Ibrahim Leadership Fellow, 

Office of Executive Director of the International Trade Centre (ITC), 

based in Geneva. Oulimata holds an MBA in Marketing and Strategies 

from the African Centre for Higher Studies in Management (CESAG) and 

a master’s in arts, Literature, Languages, and Communication (major in 

International Trade) from Charles De Gaulle Lille III University.

LinkedIn: Oulimata Fall

Parabron Emile Banse | Burkinabe

Parabron currently works as a Senior Analyst at Vanguard Economics 

in Rwanda, a research and advisory firm that is focused on creating 

sustainable and inclusive growth for populations across Africa. He  

holds a Bachelor of International Business and Trade with Honours  

from the African Leadership University.

Twitter: @EmileBanse

Richard Adu-Gyamfi | Ghanaian

Richard is Senior Advisor and Representative in Europe, Konfidants 

Strategies Ltd. He was the MIF 2021 Fellow at AfroChampions Initiative. 

He is co-author of AfroChampions’ AfCFTA Year Zero Report, which 

highlights African countries' commitment and implementation readiness 

towards the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). Richard holds 

a Doctor of Philosophy (African Business and Economic Studies).

Twitter: @Richard Adu-Gyamfi
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Routouang Mohamed Ndonga Christian | Chadian

Routang is an Analyst and Consultant in the development of 

entrepreneurship and the entrepreneurial ecosystem. He is Chad's 

former Minister of Youth, Sport and Entrepreneurship Promotion and 

the founder of several start-ups such as Youth Step Up, General Services 

and Construction and Oryx Communication. Routang is an Alumni of 

International Visitor Leadership Program, Regional Leader of Global 

Shapers Climate Action, Climate Reality Leader, One Young World 

"Enterprise for Peace" Ambassador 2018.

LinkedIn: Routang Mohamed Ndonga Christian

Sefora Kodjo | Ivorian

Sefore is founder and CEO of SEPHIS Foundation. Sefora Kodjo has 

firmly established herself as a strategic actor in the growth of women-

led SMEs in sub-Saharan Africa and beyond. The SEPHIS Foundation 

has been operating for 13 years in West Africa (Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, 

Burkina Faso, Togo), providing actively critical support, training and 

assistance to more than 300 Women-led businesses.

Twitter: SeforaKodjo

Stephannie.C. Adinde | Nigerian

Stephannie currently works as a Senior Economist and Overseas 

Development Institute (ODI) Fellow in the Research and Delivery 

Division at the Ministry of Finance, Sierra Leone. She was a Senior 

Associate at Stears Data and has also worked as a Strategy Consultant 

at PricewaterhouseCoopers Nigeria. Stephannie is an Associate Member 

of the Princeton-based Pan-African Scientific Research Council (PASRC) 

and an alumnus of the Mckinsey Next Generation Women Leaders 

Program. She holds a First-Class degree in Economics and Politics and 

a Master’s in Emerging Economies and International Development from 

King’s College London.

Twitter: Stephannie__a
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Tao Platt | South African

Tao is an Associate at Genesis Analytics. His past experience includes 

assisting an African tier-one mobile network operator in responding to 

regulatory changes, helping design a broadband access subsidy in South 

Africa, coordinating a global study on the impact of AI and automation 

in agri-food systems, co-authoring a contribution to South African 

digital platform policy and building data management platforms for 

INGOs and donors. Tao is a member of the Turing Institute’s Data Ethics 

Research Group and the London School of Economics Program for 

African Leadership. He holds an MSc in Development Studies (African 

Development) from the London School of Economics.

LinkedIn: Tao Platt

Ujunwa Ojemeni | Nigerian

Ujunwa Ojemeni is a Senior Policy Advisor (Energy Transition & 

Technical Assistance Delivery) at E3G. She was an Advisor to the 

Commissioner for Energy & Mineral Resource, Lagos State Government 

(in Nigeria). Ujunwa is a Trustee of Solar Aid and most recently was 

recognised as one of the 21 women heroes working to end energy 

poverty by Power for All (2021). She holds a Master’s in Public Policy 

from the University of Oxford, a Master’s in Development Finance from 

the University of Manchester and a BSc.in Banking and Finance from the 

University of Nigeria.

Twitter: UjunwaOjemeni

Vivienne E Katjiuongua | Namibian

Vivienne is Namibia's Chief Executive Officer of the Business 

and Intellectual Property Authority. She also served as a Director 

for Restrictive Businesses Practices at the Namibia Competition 

Commission, Trade Advisor at the Agricultural Trade Forum, and 

Principal Legal Officer at the Government attorney's Office. She 

holds a Master of Laws (LLM), Cum Laude, in International Trade, 

Investment and Business Law, a Postgraduate Diploma in Economics for 

Competition Law, Baccalaureus Juris Degree (B Juris) and a Bachelor of 

Laws Degree (LLB). She was also a Mo Ibrahim Fellow in the office of the 

Executive Director of the International Trade Centre in Geneva in 2015.

Twitter: @kukikatjiuongua
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Abdoulie Kurang | Gambian

Abdoulie is a Mo Ibrahim PhD scholar in Development Studies at the 

School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London. 

Abdoulie served as the Head of Solutions Mapping at the United Nations 

Development Programme in The Gambia. He was also a lecturer in 

Development Studies at the University of The Gambia. Abdoulie holds 

a master’s degree in Social Development from the University of Sussex 

and a master’s degree in Public Policy and Social Change from Collegio 

Carlo Alberto/University of Turin. He pursued undergraduate studies in 

Development Studies at the University of The Gambia.

Twitter: @abdoulie_kurang

Ahmed K. Konneh | Liberian

Ahmed is an entrepreneur who currently, serves as a founder and CEO 

of DjaraPhaarma, a health-tech Social Venture. He also co-founded 

SMART Liberia, one of Liberia’s foremost education support and youth 

development organizations. Ahmed is also a goalkeeper at Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation and a One Young World (OYW) Global Peace 

Ambassador. Ahmed is a graduate of the African Leadership University in 

Mauritius.

Twitter: @AhmedKKoneh

Aminetou Bilal | Mauritanian

Aminetou is the Founder and President of the “Mouvement des Patriotes 

en Action”, a political and social movement in Mauritania, whilst 

being a member of the Youth Advisory Board of the African Leaders 

Malaria Alliance (ALMA). She was the technical Advisor in charge of 

Communication in the cabinet of the Minister of Social Action, Children 

and Family in Mauritania and a member of the African Union Youth 

Advisory Council. She is a 2018 One Young World Ambassador, Obama 

Leader Africa 2018 of the Obama Foundation's Africa Leadership 

Program. Aminetou is an alumnus of the YALI Regional Leadership 

Center in Dakar and the 2021 Mandela Washington Fellowship from 

Rutgers University.

Twitter: @aminaricci

Human Development
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Anne Nyambane | Kenyan

Anne Nyambane is a Junior Energy Expert and the Refugee Response 

Manager for FAO Uganda. Anne's interest lies in the link between 

sustainable energy transition and energy governance and how these 

impacts human well-being and contribute to poverty alleviation. Anne is 

also a former Mo Ibrahim Fellow of 2018 hosted by Chatham House under 

the Queen Elizabeth II Academy for Leadership in International Affairs.

Twitter: @AnneNyambane

Barkha Mossaë | Mauritian

Barkha is the Blue Economy Advisor to the African Union Commission, 

focusing on unlocking Africa's blue growth through effective ocean 

governance and blue economy strategies that emphasise women, 

youth and innovation. Previously, Barkha served in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Mauritius, where she managed a range of portfolios: 

promoting environmental diplomacy with a focus on SIDS priorities, 

ocean economy and maritime security, African geopolitics. Barkha was 

a Mo Ibrahim Foundation Scholar; BSc University of Manchester; MSc 

SOAS; Queen's Young Leader.

LinkedIn: Barkha Mossaë

Collen Saudu | Motswana

Collen Saudu is the Founder & Chair of the Young Leaders Organization, 

a movement entirely run by young people that address the prevention 

of diseases in Africa. He is a public health graduate of Johns Hopkins 

University and previously served as a member of Botswana's Ministry of 

Health Primary Health Care Taskforce.

LinkedIn: Collen Saudu

Ameldine Dachiroudine | Comorian

Ameldine is the president of Association Sitara, a Comorian NGO of nurses 

and midwives. Ameldine is also a Registered Nurse in the neurosurgery 

unit at National Hospital El-Maarouf and works at the University of 

Comoros as a nursing professor. He holds a Master of Science degree 

in Community Health Promotion from the University of Arkansas in the 

United States and a Bachelor of Nursing degree from the University 

of Comoros. He is a Fulbright Foreign Student alumnus, a Mandela 

Washington Fellowship alumnus, and a One Young World Ambassador.

Twitter: @ameldine_
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Divane Nzima | Zimbabwean

Divane is a sociology Lecturer at the University of the Free State in 

South Africa. He is an NRF Y2-rated researcher with research interests 

in international migration, family dynamics and the sociology of 

development. Divane holds a PhD in Sociology from the University of 

Fort Hare in South Africa.

Felix Marco Conteh | Sierra Leonean

Felix Marco Conteh is an International Development Professional with 

17 years of experience. He works for the World Bank as an Extractives 

Sector Specialist in Sierra Leone. Felix holds a PhD in Politics from SOAS, 

University of London, an MA in International Development Management 

from the University of Bradford and a BA in History from the University 

of Sierra Leone. He is a leading expert on the political economy and 

governance issues of Sierra Leone.

Twitter: @fmarcoconteh

Gertrude Kitongo | Ugandan

Getrude is a Producer and Journalist with the Africa Features team for 

CNN International office based out of Johannesburg, South Africa. She 

was a Mo Ibrahim scholar and holds an Msc in Development Studies, at 

SOAS, University of London. Getrude is passionate about telling Africa's 

success stories, Women and Girl empowerment, the Climate narrative 

and Education.

LinkedIn: Gertrude Kitongo

Gaokgakala Sobatha | Motswana

Gaokgakala is the 2021 Mo Ibrahim Foundation Leadership Fellow, at the 

UN Economic Commission for Africa. She is a part-time consultant with 

different organisations, including NGO’s and International Development 

Agencies. Sobatha holds an MSc in International Development from the 

University of Reading, UK.

Twitter: @sobbySobatha
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Husein Pumaya Yakubu | Ghanaian

Husein is an Assistant Programs Officer at Ghana’s Ministry of Lands 

and Natural Resources. He is a member of the National Ministerial 

Committee, which is responsible for reviewing recommendations 

for the devesting of vested lands in Ghana with the aim of returning 

them to their rightful owners. He is also a supporting member of the 

Coordinating Committee of the National Multistakeholder Platform for 

Inclusive Land Governance.

Twitter: @HuseinPumaya

Dr Ilsa Ca e Sa | Bissau-Guinean

Dr Ilsa is the 2022 Ibrahim Fellow at the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa (UNECA). She holds a master’s degree in 

International Cooperation and Development Studies from the Technical 

University of Lisbon. Dr Ilsa was a Political Specialist at the Embassy of 

the United States of America, Liaison Office in Bissau. She is a member 

of the National Food Security Network (RESSAN-GB) and a co-founder 

of Amílcar Cabral Social Studies Center (CESAC).

Twitter: @IlsaCaeSa

Jimmy Ndihokubwayo | Burundian

Jimmy is the Founder and CEO of Tabitha Community in Action, whose 

mission is to make immediate and long-lasting positive change in 

every child, youth and woman within their communities. He is a social 

entrepreneur living with hands disabilities who actively participates in 

the construction of a just, free, united and prosperous society.

Twitter: @NdihoJim1

Khadija Yakubu | Nigerian

Khadija is a Mo Ibrahim scholar and researcher specialising in African 

development, security, and governance. She is also one of 20 African 

women chosen as Protégés in the Young Women Mentorship Initiative 

(YWMI) programme by the United Nations and African Union. Khadija is 

also a Youth Fellow of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

LinkedIn: Khadija Yakubu
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Laurette Tetero | Burundian

Laurette is an artist and women's rights activist pursuing a B.A. in 

International relations. She worked with SACODE Burundi on a 6-month 

digital campaign focused on mentoring women and girls on menstrual 

hygiene and overcoming the social stigma. She also worked with the 

House of Africa Foundation, which supported 500 young mothers in 

refugee camps and remote areas in Burundi.

Instagram: @tetero_laurette

Mohammed Abdessalem Boubekri | Algerian

Mohammed is a civil engineer interested in solving community 

problems. He co-founded Life On Land project in Côte d'Ivoire. The 

project is aiming is to prevent and/or reduce illegal immigration toward 

Europe. He also designed the branding and helped launch the Youth 

Against Slavery Movement NGO headquartered in New York.

Twitter: @maboubekri

Natasha Kimani | Kenyan

Natasha is a lawyer, who is currently the Head of Partnerships and 

Research at Africa No Filter (ANF), where she leads ANF’s efforts in 

fundraising, resource mobilisation and research. She holds a master’s 

degree in public economics, Law and Politics and a bachelor’s degree in 

law (LLB). She was also a 2017 Mo Ibrahim Academy Fellow at Chatham 

House, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, where she focused on 

gender-responsive devolution in Kenya.

Twitter: @Wacera_K

Nelson Pires | Capeverdean

Nelson Pires currently serves as Councilor for Culture, Sports and 

Administrative Modernization at the City Haal of Mosteiros. He has 

worked at “Radio Educativa de Cabo Verde”, the newspaper “Espresso 

das Ilhas” and “Cape Verdean Images Agency”. In addition Nelson also 

worked at the Ministry of Culture, where he was part of the Nucleus of 

Digital Culture as coordinator of the Rádio Nacional Cultural project. 

He holds a degree in Communication Sciences (Journalism), from Jean 

Piaget University in Cape Verde.

LinkedIn: Nelson Pires
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Nondumiso (Noni) Hlophe | Swazi

Nondumiso is the Director of Global Shapers Community: Mbabane 

Hub, a registered youth-led NPO, in the Kingdom of eSwatini. She is 

an Advisor to the Queen’s Commonwealth Trust. Noni holds a Master 

of Arts in International Relations from Aberystwyth University and a 

Bachelor of Social Science in Political and International Studies from 

Rhodes University.

Linkedin: Noni Hlophe

Oluwaseun Olowoporoku | Nigerian

Oluwaseun is an urban development and disaster risk management 

consultant with the World Bank. He holds a PhD in Urban and Regional 

Planning from Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. His research 

focuses on developing innovative approaches to the governance of 

Disaster Risk Management (DRM), Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

and Climate Change.

LinkedIn: Oluwaseun Ayodele Olowoporoku

Rejoice Eve Namale | Malawian

Rejoice is the Founder of Youth Arise Network and served as ATHENA 

Networks #WhatWomenWant Malawi Focal Lead in partnership 

with UNAIDS. She also serves as the Managing Director for Growth 

Consultancy, which specializes in personal development accelerator 

programs and events. Rejoice holds a Master of Public Policy from the 

University of Oxford.

Twitter: @RejoiceNamale

Shanti Naidoo-Pagé | South African

Shanti is the head Generalist for Project Biome, Manager of Angamma 

Charitable Trust and Founder of Seven Generations Africa. Seven 

Generations Africa works to build regenerative systems of land use 

& agriculture to restore biodiversity and indigenous knowledge 

systems integrations. She has over 7 years of experience in agriculture, 

indigenous wisdom, self-development, network synergy, community 

building, ecosystem innovation, and value-chain revolution.

LinkedIn: Shanti Naidoo- Pagé
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Tracy Kituyi | Ugandan

A Mo Ibrahim scholar pursuing an MSc in Development Policy and 

Politics at the University of Birmingham. Tracy worked in agricultural 

value chain development as Private Sector Gender Advisor at Ag-

ploutos Company Uganda. She was also lead community Peer Trainer 

with the Makerere University Gender Mainstreaming Directorate.  

She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences from Makerere  

University Uganda.

LinkedIn: Tracy Kituyi

Vashil Avinash Jasgray | Mauritian

Vashil is a Project Manager working with NGO Kolektif Rivier Nwar in 

Mauritius. He has 10 years of experience in planning and implementing 

community projects. His fields of interest are community projects, 

alleviation of poverty projects and community empowerment projects.

LinkedIn: Vashil Avinash Jasgray

Yasmine Hafez | Egyptian

Yasmine is a MIF PhD scholar in the Development Department at SOAS 

University of London. She holds a Master's in Conflict, Governance, and 

International Development from the University of East Anglia (UEA), and 

a bachelor’s degree in political science from the American University in 

Cairo (AUC). Yasmine has had research collaborations with several water 

scholars and consultants on hydro-politics, inspiring and shaping her 

interest in conducting interdisciplinary research on the communities 

living around the lakes along the river.

Twitter: @yasmine_hafez
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