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About Circana’s Integrated Fresh –
Total Food & Beverage by Department
Utilized Our Industry Partnerships, Including IDDBA, With Retailers and Suppliers
to Research Majority-Rules, Agnostic, Fact-Based View of Perishables Definitions

Source: Circana proprietary process in partnership with industry associations such as IDDBA, Circana Integrated Fresh syndicated solution.

Research Retailer, 
Supplier Placements

Let Numbers
 Guide

Engage Industry 
as “Tie Breakers”

Integrate fixed and random 
weight in a syndicated Fresh 

Unify database
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Use retailers and suppliers
own systems to analyze which 

items they consider meat,
dairy, deli and bakery 

Let numbers guide the definition– 
majority rules and can be defended 
– a representative “industry” view

Where the data is not definitive, 
leverage a governance board of 

unbiased suppliers, retailers, 
industry leaders

Build this industry standard in an 
easily accessible, ongoing data 

set for sales and shopper 



Circana, LLC |  Proprietary and confidential 33Circana, LLC |  Proprietary and confidential

Dairy Department

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Eggs
can be a carton or liquid eggs

Sour Cream
dairy and alternative sour cream

Dairy Natural Cheese
natural cheese that sits in the dairy 
section of the store (can be slices, 
chunks, shreds, and snack)

Whipped Toppings
all dairy and non dairy refrigerated 
whipped toppings

Milk
includes dairy and non dairy
refrigerated milks

Dairy Processed Cheese 
cheese that are made with an emulsifying agent 
(mainly American or spreadable cheeses)

Cream Cheese

Dairy Alternative Cheese
nondairy cheese alternatives

Yogurt 
regular yogurt and yogurt drinks

Cottage 
Cheese

Butter/Margarine/Spreads

Rfg Desserts
dairy and non dairy refrigerated desserts 
like gelatin, pudding, and parfait 

Creams/Creamers
all dairy and non dairy refrigerated 
creams/creamers

Cheese Snack Kits
adult Lunchables that are mainly 
cheese, nuts, and crackers
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Deli Department
Each retailer has a unique assortment and definition of 
what they consider “deli”; Circana / IDDBA view is:

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Excludes: Meat Dept 
Packaged Lunchmeat 

Excludes: Dairy Cheese Excludes: Refrigerated 
Meals in Dairy/Meat

Deli CheeseDeli Meat Deli Prepared Foods

• Pre-Sliced (UPC)
• Service (Clerk-Serve)
• Grab & Go (RW, Pre-Pack)

• Pre-Sliced (UPC)
• Service (Clerk-Serve)
• Grab & Go (RW, Pre-Pack)
• Specialty (all other)

• AKA “Retail Food Service” – 
Ready to Cook or Eat 
meals, hot or cold, RW 
or UPC

• Deli Entertaining
• Deli Prepared Meals
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Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Deli

Specialty Cheese
Cheese that is usually sold in the 

bunker of the deli at a retailer. Lots 
of cheese varieties that aren’t 

typically seen in the dairy dept.

Grab & Go
Service cheese that is pre 
sliced and packed by the 

retailer so the consumer can 
pick it up from the bunker

Pre-Sliced
Cheese that is 

prepackaged slices that 
sit in the deli and are 
made by deli brands

Dairy Cheese | Large traditional national brands that mainly sell packaged sliced American cheese, 
shredded cheese. Items that sit in the dairy refrigerated section are not in deli cheese

What is deli cheese?

What isn’t deli cheese?

Service Cheese
Cheese ordered at a deli 
counter and the counter 
slices for the consumer 

upon request



Specialty 
Cheese

Grab & Go 
Cheese

Pre-Sliced 
Cheese

Dairy 
Cheese
NOT IN DELI
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Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.
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Deli Meat 

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Service Lunchmeat
Lunchmeat ordered at a deli 

counter and the counter slices for 
the consumer upon request

Grab & Go
Service lunchmeat that is pre sliced and 

packed by the retailer so the consumer can 
pick it up from the bunker

Pre-Sliced
Lunchmeat that is prepackaged 
slices that sit in the deli and are 

made by deli brands

Packaged Lunchmeat | Lunchmeat that sits in the meat department. UPC items that aren’t brands that sit in the deli

What is deli meat?

What isn’t deli meat?



Lunchmeat isn’t 
one department 
fits all

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Grab & Go 
Lunchmeat

Pre-Sliced 
Lunchmeat
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Packaged 
Lunchmeat

NOT IN DELI



Circana, LLC |  Proprietary and confidential 9

Deli

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Deli Entertaining – items that tend to be bought for entertaining and snacking 
rather than for meals. Most are meant to be served cold. 

Holiday Meals 
Retailers catering 

large parties. 
Example: ordering your 

Thanksgiving dinner from a 
retailers which includes 

meat, side dishes, and salad 

RFG Pickles/Relish 
refrigerated pickles 

and relish, no shelf stable

Spreads
predominantly hummus. 
Items that aren’t dips or 

condiments – spreads that 
are refrigerated 

Trays
Premade trays either done 

by the deli at the 
 or UPC trays, meat and 
cheese but also can be 

sandwich trays

Dips/Sauces 
dips and salsas that 

are refrigerated
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Deli

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Deli Prepared – items that are supposed to make meal occasions 
easier on the consumer. Can be hot and ready or heat and eat. 
These items are more traditional meal components.

Sandwiches
premade sandwiches from the deli

Pizza
can be by the slice or whole and can 
be hot and ready or heat and eat

Entrees
items in the deli that are a protein and 
a side (think spaghetti and meatballs 
or chicken and rice)

Side Dishes 
beans, bread, fries, pasta, potato, rice, 
and vegetable side dishes in the deli

Breakfast
deli items that are typically 
breakfast items

Salads
any type of salad in the deli, 
can be packaged macaroni salad 
or a lettuce-based salad from the 
salad bar

Soups & Chili
soups and chili that are in the deli, 
they don’t have to be hot and ready. 
Can be cold and packaged

Desserts
Tend to not be branded, dairy 
desserts like a yogurt parfait that sits 
in the deli

Prepared Meats 
items like rotisserie chicken. 
Meat that is already cooked and tends 
to be seasoned but with no other 
component 

Appetizers
anything that is usually eaten as a 
starter from the deli (wings, tenders, 
olives, egg rolls)

Combo meals 
multiple items in the deli that are sold 
as one unit 
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Examples of deli prepared components

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Deli Appetizers Deli Entrees Deli Salads Deli Sandwiches
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Meat Cheese
Cracker Kits

What about snack kits?
These types of pre-made snack kits can sit in multiple areas of the store and in Circana’s departments. We tend 
to follow the department the brand usually sits in and what is their main component of the kit

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.
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Cheese Snack Kits 

Dairy Meat



Bakery
Department

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.
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Each retailer has a unique assortment 
and definition of what they consider 
“bakery”; Circana / IDDBA view is:

Perimeter

Center Aisle
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Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Bakery
Center Aisle | Bakery items that sit in the center store; usually large brands, all UPC’ed

Perimeter | Bakery that is in the bakery department in the store perimeter; can be items that the retailer baked but can also be prepacked

Breads & Rolls
Breads, Buns & Rolls, 

Bagels/Bialys, English Muffins, 
Wraps/Flatbreads, Croissants

Desserts / Sweet Snacks
Cakes, Cookies, Pies, Snack 

Cakes, Brownies/Squares/Bars, 
Specialty Desserts

Other Perimeter Bakery

Frozen desserts and breads are not in this department. Cookies in the cookie and cracker aisle. 
Tortilla’s that aren’t in perimeter will be in the Mexican section of grocery

What is bakery?

What isn’t bakery?

Morning Bakery
Donuts, Muffins, and 

Pastry / Danish / 
Coffee Cakes
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Bakery Department (excludes frozen desserts & breads)

Source: Circana Integrated Fresh 2025.

Excludes: Tortillas in 
the center store are in 
Mexican Foods

Excludes: Cookies in 
the cookies and 
cracker aisle

Dessert/Sweet SnacksBreads & Rolls Morning Bakery

• Breads
• Buns & Rolls
• Bagels/Bialys
• English Muffins
• Wraps/Flatbreads

• Cakes & Snack Cakes
• Cookies
• Pies
• Brownies/Squares/

Bars
• Specialty Desserts

• Donuts
• Muffins
• Pastry/Danish/

Coffee Cakes

Center Aisle | Bakery items that sit in the center store; usually large brands, all UPC’ed

Perimeter | Bakery that is in the bakery department in the store perimeter; can be items that the retailer baked but can also be prepacked
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What cookies 
are captured 
in bakery?

Center Aisle 
Cookies

Perimeter 
Cookies

Cookies 
in Cookies & 

Crackers Aisle

NOT IN BAKERY
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Thank you
Click Here to learn more!

How are my products including all departments and 
code types trending in sales and shopper behavior?

How are promotions and price variance impacting 
sales performance?

How are consumers eating / preparing my 
foods? How are sales and foot traffic trending 
in food service?

What and how are younger households buying? 
Where should I distribute or market to reach them?

https://share.hsforms.com/1MCLB33TuTPSxE18Y8qA81Qe12k5?utm_campaign=IDDBA&utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Glossary
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