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TIP SUPPLEMENTAL IPR POLICY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF TEST MATERIALS 
(“SUPPLEMENTAL POLICY”) 

 
Effective Date: May 16, 2022 

All capitalized terms that are not defined herein have the meaning attributed to them in TIP’s 
Organizational Documents which can be found at https://telecominfraproject.com/organizational-
documents/. 

The following terms are defined as: 

“Developments” means inventions, discoveries, designs, creative works, original works of authorship, 
specifications, computer software programs (including all source and object code), algorithms, data, 
databases, processes, blueprints, drawings, photographs, processes, know-how, methods, techniques, 
trade secrets, and improvements to any of the foregoing.  

“IP Rights” means any and all tangible and intangible: (i) rights associated with works of authorship 
throughout the world, including but not limited to copyrights, neighboring rights, moral rights, and all 
derivative works thereof; (ii) trademark and trade name rights and similar rights; (iii) trade secret rights; 
(iv) patents, designs, algorithms and other industrial property rights; (v) all other intellectual and 
industrial property rights of every kind and nature throughout the world and however designated 
whether arising by operation of law, contract, license, or otherwise; and (vi) all registrations, initial 
applications, renewals, extensions, continuations, divisions or reissues thereof now or hereafter in force 
(including any rights in any of the foregoing). 

“Publicly Available Software” means any software code that is distributed as “free software” or “open 
source software” or is otherwise distributed publicly in source code form under terms that permit 
modification and redistribution of such software and that: (i) requires, as a condition of use, 
modification and/or distribution, that other software code incorporated into, derived from or 
distributed with such software code be (A) disclosed or distributed in source code form; (B) licensed for 
the purpose of making modifications or derivative works; (C) redistributable at no charge, or (ii) 
otherwise impose or could impose any other material limitation, restriction, or condition on the right or 
ability of TIP to use or distribute Deliverables as part of a Project. 

“Third Party IP” means any software or other Developments and associated IP Rights not owned by TIP, 
its licensors, or the Test Materials Contributor, as the context implies. 

1. Test Materials. From to time-time TIP may develop test materials to be used in TIP’s testing and 
validation processes described on the TIP website at https://telecominfraproject.com/test-
validation/ (“Test Materials”). Test Materials may include, but are not limited to, test plans, test 
specifications, test procedures, test cases, test suites, and test harnesses, as well as reference 
implementations, prototypes, proof-of-concepts, white boxes and black boxes all of which may 
include documentation, hardware, and software.   

 
2. Application. This Supplemental Policy supplements the TIP IPR Policy and expressly does not 

address any obligations or rights associated with Specifications or Software as those terms are 
defined In the TIP IPR Policy. All Test Materials are subject to the TIP Document IPR Policy, as 
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applicable, but at TIP’s discretion may additionally be subject to this Supplemental Policy.  This 
Supplemental Policy applies to, among other things, Deliverables identified as Test Materials in PG 
or Committee charters, in Project Descriptions or Authorization forms agreed to under the TIP 
Community Lab Policy, and any other project, lab or trial description agreed to in writing by TIP and 
one or more Participants. 

 
3. Development and Release.  

 
3.1. Contribution Process.   Project Groups (PGs) may develop use cases and requirements for each 

use case. Test Materials may be developed for use by TIP Participants in: (i) their own labs, (ii) 
TIP Community Labs, (iii) authorized third party labs, or (iv) field environments, in each case to 
test and validate components, products and/or solutions that satisfy the requirements for a 
particular use case. All contributions to the Test Materials must be submitted along with a 
completed TIP Contribution Template accessed from: 
https://telecominfraproject.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/TMW/pages/510918751/TIP+Contributio
n+Form. All Participants making submissions in accordance with this Section 3.1 are hereafter 
referred to as “Test Materials Contributors” and each such contribution is hereafter referred to 
as a “Test Materials Contribution.” Until the Test Materials have been approved by TIP in 
accordance with Section 3.4, all Test Materials shall include the Draft Document Notice 
included in Exhibit A of the TIP Document IPR Policy.  
 

3.2. Contribution License. Each Test Materials Contributor hereby grants TIP a worldwide, 
perpetual, irrevocable, fully-paid up, royalty-free, sublicensable, transferable license under its 
IP Rights in its Test Materials Contributions solely as incorporated into Test Materials approved 
pursuant to this Supplemental Policy for the sole purpose of TIP making such Test Materials 
available to other parties under the TIP Test and Feedback License (the “T&F License”), 
substantially in the form set forth in Exhibit A. The form of the T&F License may be updated 
from-time-time by TIP to cover new scenarios under which TIP’s Test Materials may be 
developed or used, by replacing the form in Exhibit A. Such update shall not constitute an 
amendment to this Supplemental Policy. The T&F License shall not grant any party the right to 
use the Test Materials for any commercial purpose. For the avoidance of doubt, the license to 
Test Materials Contributions under this Section 3.2 includes TIP’s right to sublicense the Test 
Materials Contributions to other Participants solely for the purpose of revising the Test 
Materials and licensing any revised Test Materials approved pursuant to Section 3.4 under the 
T&F License. Each Test Materials Contributor hereby agrees that TIP has no responsibility to 
verify if its Test Materials Contribution has been submitted by an individual authorized by the 
Test Materials Contributor.   
 

3.3. Limited Copyright Assignment.  Except for any Publicly Available Software or Third Party IP, 
each Test Materials Contributor agrees upon request to assign to TIP a joint and undivided 
copyright interest in its Test Materials Contributions, in whole or in part, solely to the extent 
such Test Materials Contribution or portion thereof is licensed by TIP under the T&F License 
and solely to the extent that such assignment is required by TIP to enforce the T&F License with 
regard to any unauthorized use of the licensed Test Materials. No joint copyright owner 
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pursuant to this Section 3.3 shall have any duty to account or seek permission from any other 
party in order to exploit the assigned Test Materials Contributions or portion thereof, as 
applicable. Each Test Materials Contributor agrees to reasonably cooperate with TIP to perfect 
the foregoing assignment upon TIP’s written request, provided TIP reimburses such Test 
Materials Contributor, as applicable, for reasonable expenses required to perfect such 
assignment. 

 
3.4. Release License. TIP will release all TIP Test Materials once approved as final in accordance with 

TIP’s Organizational Documents and resolutions of the TIP Board of Directors at the time of 
such release under the T&F License. TIP, at its sole discretion, may release such approved Test 
Materials publicly and without any restrictions on disclosure to third parties or may limit access 
to the approved Test Materials to Participants, or to only certain Participants, including without 
limitation, those Participants who have agreed to a particular PG Charter. The T&F License is 
limited to testing and evaluation and expressly prohibits commercial use of the Test Materials 
by end users. Notwithstanding the foregoing, TIP or third parties authorized by TIP in writing 
may offer testing services using the Test Materials and may charge a fee for those testing 
services.  

 
4. Subsequent Relicensing.  In some instances, TIP may release TIP Test Materials under a different 

license (“Subsequent License”). For illustrative purposes only, a TIP PG may develop a reference 
implementation as part of the Test Materials. TIP may also wish to make such reference 
implementation available under a different license to enable vendors to accelerate 
commercialization of products and services that implement TIP solutions. If TIP subsequently 
chooses to release the Test Materials, in whole or in part, in modified or unmodified form (“New TIP 
Deliverable”) under a different license than the T&F License, all Test Material Contributors will be 
given 60-days advance written notice during which time each Test Materials Contributor shall 
indicate in writing if it is willing to grant the licenses under its IP Rights consistent with the terms 
and conditions of the Subsequent License. 
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EXHIBIT A 
TIP TESTING AND FEEDDBACK LICENSE 

 
This Test and Feedback License (“License”) is between the Telecom Infra Project, Inc. (“TIP”) and the 
entity that exercises the grant of rights under this License (hereafter “You”). The Test Materials 
identified below are being licensed to You solely for testing and evaluation purposes as set forth in this 
License. Such testing and evaluation is permissible only by:  

(i) TIP Project Groups or Committees and their respective Contributors (as defined in the TIP 
IPR Policy) to aid in the development of TIP Final Specifications, Software (as those terms 
are defined in the TIP IPR Policy) and other deliverables developed by the Project Group 
(“TIP Solutions”);  

(ii) CL Participants utilizing a TIP CL to test or evaluate TIP Solutions or as otherwise necessary 
to carry out the objectives of a CL Project; 

(iii) TIP Ecosystem Accelerator Center (“TEAC”) Participants utilizing a TEAC to test or evaluate 
TIP Solutions or as otherwise necessary to carry out the objectives of a TEAC Project;  

(iv) entities in connection with their own internal lab-based testing to the extent necessary to 
develop products or services that are promoted by TIP or for evaluating TIP Solutions using 
the Test Materials to provide Feedback (as defined below), and not for marketing, 
certification, or any commercial purpose; and  

(v) entities conducting a TIP Field Trial pursuant to a Field Trial Agreement or as defined in the 
TIP Field Trial Policy, as may be applicable.  

Any commercial use of the Test Materials, in whole or in part, including any distribution, regardless 
of whether fees or royalties are charged in connection with the distribution, is expressly prohibited 
and is not within the scope of this License. You agree that you will not distribute the Test Materials 
to any third party, unless such Test Materials are also made available pursuant to the TIP Document 
License. 

In consideration for this License, TIP requests that You provide TIP commentary about the results of 
your use of the Test Materials under this License (“Results”). At Your sole discretion, You and 
individuals authorized by You may also provide detailed technical findings regarding the results of 
your evaluation and any suggestions, input, or other feedback you may have based on Your testing 
or evaluation which you may be incorporated into any TIP Deliverable (“Feedback”) to which such 
Feedback is applicable. You agree that TIP is free to reproduce, modify, use, distribute, display, 
publish, and further sublicense (through multiple tiers of sublicensees) Your Results and Feedback 
including any intellectual property or proprietary rights embodied in such Results or Feedback 
without restriction and without any compensation or accounting to You.  

Disclaimer. THE TEST MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED “AS IS" AND WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY OF ANY 
KIND, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED. WITHOUT LIMITATION, THERE IS NO WARRANTY OF NON-
INFRINGEMENT, NO WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY, NO WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND NO WARRANTY OF ACCURACY. ALL WARRANTIES ARE EXPRESSLY 
DISCLAIMED. YOU ASSUME THE FULL RISK OF USING THE TEST MATERIALS. 

 Limitation of Liability. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL TIP, ITS PROJECT GROUPS, TEACS, OR 
THEIR LICENSORS OR COLLABORATORS (“TIP PARTIES”) BE LIABLE TO ANY PARTY UNDER ANY 
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CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, NEGLIGENCE OR OTHER LEGAL OR EQUITABLE THEORY, FOR ANY 
INCIDENTAL INDIRECT, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, PUNITIVE, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OR FOR 
ANY COMMERCIAL OR ECONOMIC LOSSES, WITHOUT LIMITATION, INCLUDING AS A RESULT OF 
INFRINGEMENT OR PRODUCT LIABILITY CLAIMS, LOST PROFITS, SAVINGS OR REVENUES OF ANY 
KIND IN CONNECTION WITH THE TEST MATERIALS LICENSED HEREUNDER, REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER ANY TIP PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES AND 
IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER SUCH DAMAGES WERE FORESEEABLE.  

Copyright © 2022 by Telecom Infra Project and its Contributors.  All rights reserved. 

Test Materials: << List all applicable test materials being made available pursuant to this license>> 

   

 

 


